
Guinea-Bissau

GEOGRAPHY

Guinea-Bissau is a small country situated in Western Africa, bordered by Senegal, Guinea-Conakry and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. It is composed
of an archipelago, the Bijagos, of more than 100 islands. Only twenty islands are populated year-round. Several ecosystems cohabitate on the islands,
such as mangroves, coastal savanna, sand banks and palm forests. 

Guinea-Bissau consists mostly of low coastal plains and low-lying plateaus with a highest point at around 300m in the east of the country. Swamps
of mangroves rise to the forest-savanna in the eastern part of the country, where both the Cacheu and Geba rivers cross. The southern edge of the
Senegal River basin meets with Guinea-Bissau’s interior plains.

CLIMATE

Situated in the inter-tropical zone, with several winds circling near the Equator, Guinea-Bissau is composed of two distinct climatic regions: the
tropical and humid sub-Guinean, which is characterized by heavy rainfall, and the tropical Sudanese region in�uencing the eastern half of the
country, characterized by high temperature ranges (Republic of Guinea-Bissau, 2011). 

The country is warm all year round, with an average temperature of 26°C, experiencing a dryer season with droughts between December and April,
with a peak of temperature reaching nearly 30°C in April. Rainfall increases between May and November, reaching almost 500 mm in August. Climate
�uctuations have been observed with the dry season lasting longer, especially in the eastern region of the country, and a late start of the rainy
season beginning mid-June instead of mid-May. (World Bank, 2020) According to the United Nations University (2020) World Risk Index, Guinea-
Bissau ranks 24  in the list of world’s most at-risk country for natural hazards, and 5  in Africa. The country is experiencing recurrent droughts, rising
sea levels and deforestation.

ECONOMY

Guinea-Bissau’s economy was traditionally primarily based on agriculture. According to the FAO (2020), roughly 10 per cent of the territory is
classi�ed as arable land. Agriculture accounts for about 68 per cent of employment in the country, roughly the same for women and men (ILO,
2020a). The share of agriculture, hunting, forestry and �shing in total value added has been relatively stable for decades at about 50 per cent;
services accounted for about 36 per cent and industry for 13 per cent in 2019 (UNCTAD, 2021). About one quarter of women and men are employed in
services, and more than 9 per cent of men in industry, with women’s share about half of that (ILO, 2020a). Inbound tourism expenditure’s share of
GDP has been consistently low at about 1.5 per cent (UNWTO, 2021).  

Cashew cultivation is important for Guinea-Bissau’s economy, both for economic performance and poverty reduction. The country’s international
trade is highly concentrated: more than 80 per cent of exports go to India, with Singapore and the United States of America also being important
export destinations (UNCTAD, 2021).

CULTURE

Guinea-Bissau is culturally very rich and composed of diverse ethnic groups with di�erent customs, languages and social structures. The unique music
style of the country is called gumbe, and the primary musical instrument is the cabasa, with accompanying songs’ lyrics almost always in Guinea-
Bissau creole.  

People consume mostly rice on the coast and millet in the interior of the country, but common dishes also include soups and stews, sweet potato,
plantain and cassava among others.  

The most popular sport in Guinea-Bissau is football, with the national team being a member of the Confederation of Africa Football and FIFA.

Capital: Bissau (11°52′N, 15°36′W)

International airport(s): Osvaldo Vieira International Airport

O�cial language(s): Portuguese, Guinea-Bissau Creole

Currency: West African CFA Franc

Time: UTC (GMT)

Region: Atlantic and Indian Ocean
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ECONOMIC TRENDS
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MARITIME TRANSPORT

Fleet size 
Number of ships

Ship type 2011 2019

Total �eet 1 407 1 407

Oil tankers 264 266

Bulk carriers 311 333

General cargo 161 77

Container ships 52 49

Other types of ships 619 682

Port performance
Ranked by 2019 data within SIDS group

Indicators 2019 SIDS Ranking
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POPULATION

Total population 
Thousands of people, share of urban population
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Merchandise and services trade 
US dollars in millions

Indicators 2005 2010 2015 2019 2019 (% of GDP)

Merchandise exports 89 127 252 249 18.8

Merchandise imports 123 196 207 335 25.3

Services exports 5 44 36 40 3

Services imports 42 103 131 161 12.2
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ENVIRONMENT
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
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Sources
Source of data: UNCTAD (2021) except indicators listed below.



Adult literacy rate: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2021)
Arable land: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.ARBL.ZS
CO  emissions per capita: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC2
CO  emissions per GDP: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.KD.GD2
Distance to nearest neighbour: [NO_PRINTED_FORM] (Package “cshapes,” 2016) https://cran.r-
project.org/web/packages/cshapes/index.html
Economic losses due to disasters: United Nations (2021) https://www.sdg.org/datasets/e3adb2406c2e452b81c3654e276fc5ca_0
Exclusive economic zone: Sea Around Us (2016) http://www.seaaroundus.org/
Fixed broadband/mobile subscriptions: ITU (2019). World telecommunication/ICT indicators database. Available at
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/publications/wtid.aspx (accessed 28 May 2020).
Forest area: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.FRST.ZS
Gender inequality index: UNDP (2020). Gender inequality index (GII), http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-inequality-index-gii
Human assets index: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2021) http://data.uis.unesco.org/
Human development index: UNDP (2021) http://hdr.undp.org/en/data#
Life expectancy at birth: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.LE00.IN
Marine protected area: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ER.MRN.PTMR.ZS
Material footprint: UNEP (2021) https://environmentlive.unep.org/indicator/index/12_2_1
Number of people a�ected by disasters: United Nations (2021) https://www.sdg.org/datasets/1beb260e9ca14674b391b815e4874990_0
ODA: OECD (2021) https://stats.oecd.org
Percentage of population in low elevated coastal zones: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.POP.EL5M.ZS
Poverty headcount ratio: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.DDAY
Renewable energy share in total energy consumption: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.KD.GD
Share of internet users: ITU (2019). World telecommunication/ICT indicators database. Available at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
D/Statistics/Pages/publications/wtid.aspx (accessed 28 May 2020).
Terrestrial protected area: World Bank (2021) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ER.LND.PTLD.ZS
Tourism: UNWTO (2020) Compendium of Tourism Statistics dataset [Electronic], UNWTO, Madrid, data updated on 21/09/2020.
Unemployment rate, total/female/male: ILO (2020b) https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer2/?
lang=en&segment=indicator&id=SDG_0852_SEX_AGE_RT_A
World risk index: Bündnis Entwicklung Hilft (2020): https://weltrisikobericht.de/download/1386/
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