
Papua New Guinea

GEOGRAPHY

Papua New Guinea is the world's 3rd largest island country, located north of Australia. It comprises the eastern half of the island of New Guinea and
the o�shore islands in Melanesia. The largest towns are located in the eastern part of New Guinea, including Lae and the capital city, Port Moresby.
Papua New Guinea includes other major islands and up to 600 smaller islets and atolls. 

A series of mountains, the New Guinea Highlands, runs along the island of New Guinea. They form highlands that are mostly covered with tropical
rainforest. Papua New Guinea hosts a range of ecosystems, such as mountain glaciers, humid tropical rainforests, swampy wetlands, and coral reefs.
Because of dense rainforests and the large wetlands, some areas are only accessible by foot or by air. There are several active volcanoes in Papua
New Guinea with frequent eruptions. Earthquakes are relatively common, sometimes accompanied by tsunamis.

CLIMATE

Papua New Guinea has a monsoonal climate with high temperatures and humidity throughout the year. Two monsoonal seasons occur from
December to March and from May to October. Rainfall exceeds 2 500mm in many areas of the country, with the heaviest rainfall in the highlands.
Average monthly temperatures range from 24 to 26 °C. Papua New Guinea one of the few regions close to the equator that experience snowfall,
which occurs in the most elevated parts of the mainland. (World Bank, 2020) 

Papua New Guinea is prone to natural disasters and climate variability, and climactic changes are set to accelerate the occurrence of landslides, soil
erosion, deforestation, and loss of biodiversity, as well as increase occurrence of recurrent �oods and droughts. It is the world's 10  most at‐risk
country for natural hazards, according to the United Nations University (2020) World Risk Index.

ECONOMY

Agriculture, �shing, community forestry, and artisanal and small-scale mining are the primary livelihood activities in rural areas (World Bank, 2020).
Almost 60 per cent of all employed people worked in the agricultural sector in 2019 (ILO, 2020a), even though the share of arable land is less than 1
per cent of total land area in Papua New Guinea (FAO, 2020). Palm oil, co�ee, cocoa and coconut oil are among the main export products. The rich
natural resources are an important source of export income, which include gold, oil, and copper. The top-3 destinations for exports are Australia,
China and Japan (UNCTAD, 2021). 

Services employed a bit more than a third of people in the country in 2019 (ILO, 2020a), which is less than in SIDS on average. Tourist arrivals have
been close to 200 000 per year recently until 2019. Tourism expenditure remained of relatively small importance to the economy, at 0.02 per cent of
GDP in 2018 (UNWTO, 2021). Papua New Guinea is classi�ed as a lower middle income country (World Bank, 2021a) and reached US$2 845 per capita
in 2019 (UNCTAD, 2021).

CULTURE

Papua New Guinea is a culturally diverse country. The share of urban population is low, reaching only 13 per cent in 2020 (UNCTAD, 2021). The country
includes a few thousand di�erent cultural groups, many with their own languages. Wood carving is a popular handicraft skill in the country, often
portraying imaginative plants or animals. 

Traditional celebrations, which include song, dance, feasting and gift-giving, are called singsings. Vibrant and colorful costumes adorn the dancers,
while a leader and a chorus sing a staggered approach to the same song, producing a fugue-like e�ect. Sport is important in Papua New Guinea,
especially rugby league – one of the most popular sports in the country. 

Papuan cuisine includes many starchy vegetables, such as wild sago, sweet potatoes, yams, rice and breadfruit, often served with bananas and
coconuts. Meat comes from domesticated livestock and hunting of game like pork, cassowaries, marsupials and birds. On the coast, seafood, such as
shell�sh, is a key part of nutrition.

Capital: Port Moresby (09°28′S, 147°08′E)

International airport(s): Jacksons International Airport

O�cial language(s): English, Hiri Motu, Papua New Guinean Sign Language,
Tok Pisin



Currency: Kina

Time: UTC+10, UTC+11

Region: Paci�c
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ECONOMIC TRENDS
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MARITIME TRANSPORT

Fleet size 
Number of ships

Ship type 2011 2019

Total �eet 1 407 1 407

Oil tankers 264 266

Bulk carriers 311 333

General cargo 161 77

Container ships 52 49

Other types of ships 619 682

Port performance 
Ranked by 2019 data within SIDS group

Indicators 2019 SIDS Ranking

Number of port calls 3 478 7

Median time in port (days) 1 8

Average age of vessels 13 28

Average size (GT) of vessels 13 756 21

Container port
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2019
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POPULATION

Total population 
Thousands of people, share of urban population
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Population development indicators
Indicators Period Value

Poverty headcount (% of population) 2009 38

Human development index 2018 0.5

Human assets index 2020 53

Adult literacy rate (15+ years, both sexes %) .. ..

Gender inequality index 2019 0.7

Life expectancy
at birth
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE

Merchandise and services trade 
US dollars in millions

Indicators 2005 2010 2015 2019 2019 (% of GDP)

Merchandise exports 3 273 5 742 8 453 11 399 45.7

Merchandise imports 1 729 3 950 2 551 3 934 15.8

Services exports 303 309 146 266 1.1

Services imports 1 167 2 759 1 338 1 507 6
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Goods and
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2019
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2019
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dependency
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Top 5 partners in merchandise trade, 2019 
Exports in millions US dollars
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Merchandise exports by product group, 2019
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ENVIRONMENT

CO  emissions per capita 
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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
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Sources
Source of data: UNCTAD (2021) except indicators listed below.



Adult literacy rate: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2021)
Arable land: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.ARBL.ZS
CO  emissions per capita: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.PC2
CO  emissions per GDP: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.KD.GD2
Distance to nearest neighbour: [NO_PRINTED_FORM] (Package “cshapes,” 2016) https://cran.r-
project.org/web/packages/cshapes/index.html
Economic losses due to disasters: United Nations (2021) https://www.sdg.org/datasets/e3adb2406c2e452b81c3654e276fc5ca_0
Exclusive economic zone: Sea Around Us (2016) http://www.seaaroundus.org/
Fixed broadband/mobile subscriptions: ITU (2019). World telecommunication/ICT indicators database. Available at
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/publications/wtid.aspx (accessed 28 May 2020).
Forest area: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/AG.LND.FRST.ZS
Gender inequality index: UNDP (2020). Gender inequality index (GII), http://hdr.undp.org/en/content/gender-inequality-index-gii
Human assets index: UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2021) http://data.uis.unesco.org/
Human development index: UNDP (2021) http://hdr.undp.org/en/data#
Life expectancy at birth: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.LE00.IN
Marine protected area: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ER.MRN.PTMR.ZS
Material footprint: UNEP (2021) https://environmentlive.unep.org/indicator/index/12_2_1
Number of people a�ected by disasters: United Nations (2021) https://www.sdg.org/datasets/1beb260e9ca14674b391b815e4874990_0
ODA: OECD (2021) https://stats.oecd.org
Percentage of population in low elevated coastal zones: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.POP.EL5M.ZS
Poverty headcount ratio: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SI.POV.DDAY
Renewable energy share in total energy consumption: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EN.ATM.CO2E.KD.GD
Share of internet users: ITU (2019). World telecommunication/ICT indicators database. Available at https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-
D/Statistics/Pages/publications/wtid.aspx (accessed 28 May 2020).
Terrestrial protected area: World Bank (2021b) https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/ER.LND.PTLD.ZS
Tourism: UNWTO (2020) Compendium of Tourism Statistics dataset [Electronic], UNWTO, Madrid, data updated on 21/09/2020.
Unemployment rate, total/female/male: ILO (2020b) https://www.ilo.org/shinyapps/bulkexplorer2/?
lang=en&segment=indicator&id=SDG_0852_SEX_AGE_RT_A
World risk index: Bündnis Entwicklung Hilft (2020): https://weltrisikobericht.de/download/1386/
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